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2011 VIRGINIA TRAINING WEEKEND  
(August 6 & 7, 2011)  JOE DOLEJSI 

 
This year’s Virginia training weekend provided a mixed bag of weather for the 25 handlers who brought over 45 
dogs for an intense training experience.  Saturday brought sunny skies, overcast skies and frequent rain 
showers, some of which drenched handlers hard at work with their dogs.  Sunday provided an early morning 
cloud cover but thankfully rain was not part of the weather mix.  By mid-morning the sun appeared providing 
excellent training conditions for the rest of the day. 
 
Six of the 25 trainers were first time attendees to this Chapter event.  I must say both the new and the old 
timers exhibited great enthusiasm for this training opportunity.  By 6:00PM on Saturday, most handlers and 
dogs were ready to call it a day.  They had their fill of training, rain showers and were ready for food, drink, a 
bit of socializing and a good night’s sleep.  After all, we still had Sunday to complete our weekend’s training 
objectives.  
 
We had the full spectrum of dog training.  Some handlers brought pups for exposure to birds and socialization 
to people and unfamiliar dogs.  Some just wanted to get their dogs on a few birds before the upcoming hunting 
season but most handlers brought dogs for their final stages of training for an upcoming Natural Ability, Utility 
Prep, Utility or Invitational Test.  
   
Saturday’s training was capped off by a pot-luck dinner of extraordinary quantity and quality.  Gourmet delights 
such as:  ham, smoked turkey, chicken wings, corn on the cob, hot dishes, salads too numerous to describe 
and delectable desserts so tempting that even a serious calorie counter like myself, found impossible to pass 
up.   
 
A bit of nostalgia for the “old timers”;    Twenty years ago, at the seventh annual Virginia Training Weekend 
(August 3 & 4, 1991), the attendees included:  Bill & Barb Jensen, Joe Dolejsi, Jim Morrison, Chris Petro, Kurt 
Sundquist, Frank Spaeth, Bill Brown, Joe Raia, Mitch Lindberg, Kent Olson, Ken Roos, Bob Ferris, Chris 
Haeska, David Carlson, Paul Herman, Al Gustafson, Joe Greenwald, Jeff Krogstad, Paul Choiniere, Loren 
Nelson, Gordy Littler, Dave McCarthy, Phillip Jensen, Joe Mix and Brad Wendberg.  How time flies when 
you’re having fun. 
 
Both Friday and Saturday night, Colton Busse, an accomplished Boy Scout, tended a campfire.  As darkness 
set in, those in attendance reviewed the days training and stories were told of past hunts, past test, and past 
Virginia Training Weekends.  What a wonderful weekend it was. 
. 

 
 

Hunting in South Dakota. 
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SEASON 
OPENING 

DATE 
CLOSTING 

DATE 

Mourning Dove 9/1/2011 10/30/2011 

Snipe and Rail 
Hunting 9/1/2011 11/7/2011 

Early Canada Goose 9/3/2011 9/22/2011 

Small Game – 
Grouse, Gray 

Partirdge 9/17/2011 1/1/2012 

Waterfowl Opener** 9/24/2011 ** 

Woodcock 9/24/2011 11/7/2011 

Pheasant 10/15/2011 01/01/2012 

 

** For further Waterfowl Details See the 2011 Regulations 
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Run 
Order  Dog * Owner Breed  Sex 

Age 
on TD  
Y/M Total  Prize 

1 UPT 
 Redstag Ozie Von 
King  James Guise  M 2/7 138 III 

2 UT Banoka of Evans Inn Art Glorr GR M 3/3 204 I 

3 UT 
Autumns Norhwater 
Ranger Rhys 

Carol 
Sundquist GS M 4/6 164 NP 

4 UT 
Itasca Wings Dawn 
Dancer Franke Smolke GR M 6/3 194 II 

5 UT Alders Edge Umber Ivy 
Ross 
Mortensen GR F 4/5 173 III 

6 UT Banbah of Evans Inn Art Gloor GR M 3/3 195 I 
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Run 
Order  Dog * Owner Breed  Sex 

Age 
on TD 
(mont

hs) Total  Prize 

1 Darby’s Superstar Jack Bob Breary GS  2/6  198 I 

2 Dankar’s Nevada Jay Bretto GS  2/1 173 III 

3 
Autumn Breeze 
Cooper Bjorn-sson Greg Bryant GS  2/6 176 III 
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Run 
Order  Dog * Owner Breed  Sex 

Age on 
TD 

(months)  Total  Prize 

1 

Coppershot’s 
Amerique DU Nord 
Deuce Scott Wass GR M 8 103 II 

2 Cody Cooper-sson Greg Bryant GR M 7  110 I 

3 
Coppershot’s 
Chasseur de Itasca Joe Mix GS M 8 94 II 

4 
LeCor Des Chiens 
Diesl Stuart Waters GR M 15  94 NP 

 
*Note Names may have been mistyped due to using handwritten cards, please forgive the newsletter editor 
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Ross Mortenson waiting for the duck retrieve sequence Vi rginia Test – photo courtesy of   Carol Sundquist  
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EVENT DATES EVENT LOCATION CONTAC

T 
 
Sept 3rd,4th 

 
NA – Full 

 
Four Brooks 

 
Bob Brearey 

 
Sept 3rd,4th 

 
NA, UPT, UP –  Full 

 
Kelly Farms, Hugo MN 

Ross 
Mortenson 

 
September 30th  

 
Elections Close 

  
Len Kindem 

 
October 16th 

 
New Board Members 1st 
board meeting 

  
Len Kindem 

 
February 2012 

 
FABLE FEST DATE TO TBD 

 
Chomonix Golf Course 

 
TBD 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
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NAVHDA ON FACEBOOK:  
Did you know that NAVHDA NTERNATIONAL  now has a  Facebook page? If you are on Facebook 
check out their page! 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Navhda-International/222638561083514  

The link too hard to copy over?  Just do a search on Facebook for NAVHDA International  
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MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETINGS – ALL MEMBERS WELCOME 
Meetings are typically held at 7pm on the third Tuesday of every month.   

Come join us at the American Legion Rosetown Memorial Post 542 in Roseville, MN (651-483-3535) 
The next meeting is September 20th!  

 

 
 
 

FUTURE HUNTING 
PHOTOS 

 
Please send photos or stories 
of hunting or MN-NAVHDA 

events to Vince Steffens 
vmsteff@charter.net 

 


