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Cooperation
1. Cooperation is defined as an inherent willingness on the part of the dog to apply its own initiative and special talents while working with the handler in pursuit of a common goal. 
2. When both the handler and dog know their tasks, cooperation appears as a silent thing that is like an invisible bond created by mutual knowledge and trust. Think of it as obeying a silent command without influence from you.

3. Over dependence on the handler must not be confused with cooperation. 

4. The cooperative dog is self assured and its work displays purpose.

5. The intelligent and cooperative dog seems to sense his/her handler’s wishes and movements.

6. A cooperative young dog will remain in contact with his/her. Example, when a young dog chases a bird and then returns to you on his/her own, it is a demonstration of cooperation.

7. As you read the NAVHDA – Aims – Programs – Test Rules Booklet, you will notice that the cooperation of the dog is evaluated in every segment of the test.
8. A cooperative dog can be an easier dog to train. So, develop a bond between you and your dog. This bond will remain throughout the dog’s life and you will have many enjoyable times together.
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