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Pointing
1. In this session we are going to describe one method of point training. There are many other good and effective methods. Talk to other NAVHDA members for their own ”sure way” methods for additional options.
2. We want the pup to scent point, not sight point.
3. The point stance must be intense and convincing. In the end, it must be productive.

4. The stance itself is not evaluated but it must be intense and convincing.
5. The point instinct is not equated with the quality of nose. The might have a good nose but be weak on pointing.

6. The chase of the bird after the dog has established point is not penalized in the Natural Ability test. Some judges will ask you to flush the bird so they can observe the dog’s reaction and enthusiasm after the flush. 
7. Start your dog on a long check cord. The type of collar depends on your dog. 

8. Plant a wing clipped bird (pigeon, quail, or pheasant) in an area where your dog can move freely.
9. With the check cord, work your dog towards the location of the bird. Try to approach the bird with the wind moving over the bird and across your path. You want the dog to “all of a sudden” hit the scent cone of the bird.
10. As soon as the dog hits scent, he/she should lock on point.

11. If this happens, slowly move towards your dog. Depending on how intense your dog is, this will be your indication on the direction to approach. Some dogs want to see you in front of them and others feel more comfortable having you approach them from the side.

12. As soon as your dog has established point for several seconds, pick him/her up off the ground and move away from the bird. Do not flush the bird until the dog is comfortable on point. 

13. Continue picking your dog up off the bird until he/she will not move until released.

14. Pointing is a very complicated instinct. If you do have problems, seek out as much help as possible to cure it before your dog learns bad habits.
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