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Tracking Running, Crippled Birds
1. The dog must also learn to follow the track of a running, crippled bird or fur bearing animal.
2. Teaching this to a dog, like the drag track, is also a matter of instilling concentration, thereby inspiring the efficiency of the dog’s innate ability.

3. This work can be done as soon as:

a. The dog’s pointing skills have been well established.

b. The drag tracking skills are established.

c. The dog has been introduced to a dead or crippled pheasant.

4. Pull, don’t cut, the 7 primary feathers from one wing of a pheasant.

5. Tie a brightly colored light-weight line of about 20 feet in length around the base of the wings by passing the end of the line under one wing, across the back in front of the wings, then under the other wing and tie it so the knot is on the center of the bird’s back with the long free trailing end.
6. Set the track in an open field with dense cover a minimum of 50 yards away.
7. The wind should be quartering across the track if possible. You do not want the dog to “Air or Wind scent” the bird before it completes the track. We do not want the dog to realize they can find the bird if it breaks into a field search.

8. Remove some soft feathers from the bird to mark the beginning of the track and release the bird at that spot, facing the heavy cover. At this time, the dog should be out of site of the bird.

9. Hopefully, the bird will run in the direction of the heavy cover and attempt to hide.

10. Watch the track carefully so that the dog can be brought to the track and guided down the track to start the dog.

11. Using the slip lead, bring the dog to the start of the track.

12. At the location of the feathers on the ground, give the dog your tracking command. At this point you want the dog to stay calm so they can concentrate on the track.

13. When the dog is intently concentrating on the track and showing no sign of wandering but is moving forward down the track, the trainer can stop and let the slip leash slide through the collar, allowing the dog to proceed on his/her own.
14. If the dog turns off track and starts searching, call him/her in and start them on the track again with the slip lead. This time walk the dog down the track a little further than the first time to make sure they are on the track.

15. If the dog should point the bird when coming into it, he/she should not be faulted. Remember, this is a crippled bird, in advanced tests the dog will be required to retrieve the bird at the end of the track.

16. If the dog catches the bird at the end of the track, praise him/her. This will not harm their pointing. 

Things To Remember
1. Always use a slip lead to start the dog while training and in tests. It is a good idea that you train with the same equipment that you will be using in the test.
2. Always start the track with a command.

3. When training, try to run the track with the wind crossing the track or with the wind at your back, not into the wind. We do not want the dog to use the wind to their advantage, we want them to follow the track.

4. Dogs will run the track on the up wind side, down wind side or right on top of the track. It depends on the dog and how much scent they want and/or need.

5. If your dog breaks off of the track and circles back to pick up the scent again, it is acceptable. A good tracking dog will try to relocate the track if they loose it.

6. Keep the tracks at first short and obtainable.

7. Once the dog is an experienced tracker, do not over train the tracking skill, keep it fun. The dog will eventually get bored with it because it will be too easy to succeed.
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