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TRACKING
1. The major requirement for the dog is the ability to concentrate on the ground track rather than range out attempting to locate air carried scent in a hit or miss fashion. When the track is faint or the blood trail sparse or cold, the good versatile dog will pick his/her way carefully along the trail, working it out until the wounded game is located.
2. The training required for tracking is primarily teaching the dog to concentrate and gauge his/her speed to the existing conditions when given a command to track.

3. The retrieve from a drag track teaches the dog the concentration aspect as well as how to use his/her nose to the best advantage in the tracking situation. It will also reward the dog for concentrating during the track.

4. The use of a slip or tracking lead. This is made from an old leash, heavy ribbon or any flat leash type material with a loop on one end for your hand and the other end free from any snaps or fasteners. Slip one end through the metal ring in your dog’s collar from the top side down. This will prevent the lead from slapping the dog on the top of the head as he / she is released. Hold onto both ends of the lead in one hand (some handlers prefer to grip the collar in one hand by grasping from underneath the collar).  This will allow you to bring your dog to the track, start him/her down the track and release him/her without breaking their momentum.
5. The track should be started with a verbal or non-verbal command, i.e.: TRACK, SEEK, POINT TO THE GROUND, etc……

6. Before the dog is sent on the track, make sure the dog is concentrating on the track. There is no limit on how much time it takes you to release the dog. It is very critical that the dog understands he/she must locate and stay on the track until locating the object at the end.

7. The terrain and length of track should be varied but start short so the dog is successful every time.

8. Failure to successfully work out the track and retrieve must not be allowed. 
9. If the dog is successfully on every rack, the handler should do everything conceivable to cause the dog to make a mistake. The dog should learn what is not satisfactory as well as what is satisfactory to the handler.

10. It is better to cause the dog to fail and learn from it during training than to have him/her make a mistake unknowingly during a hunting situation or at a test.

11.  If the dog never fails on the retrieve from drag track, the trainer must make it impossible for him/her to succeed. Drag the retrieve object to a tree, then hoist and tie it out of reach and out of sight of the dog. The helper should also hide from sight.

a) The trainer starts the dog on the track using the trained command
b) When the dog returns without the retrieved object, take him/her to the start again and start him/her again.

c) Meanwhile, the helper removes the object from the tree and places it at the end of the drag, hiding again.

d)  When the dog successfully completes the retrieve, praise him/her lavishly for a job well done.
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